
How To Organise A Successful Wedding 

1. Don’t Hold The Wedding Ceremony Too Early 
On your wedding day don’t hold the wedding ceremony too early. You will end up having to provide for 
everyone twice if you do. Guests won’t have had time for a proper meal at lunchtime and arrive at the 
ceremony or wedding reception very hungry and this will probably mean starting the wedding breakfast 
around 4.30 when most people are not used to eating and then you will have to provide another meal in 
the evening. It also means that you have to provide alcohol; or guests will be drinking alcohol for a much 
longer time. This can lead to extra expense and other unwanted alcohol related problems! We usually 
suggest between 3 & 4 as the best time for the ceremony. 

2. Choose Your Entertainment Carefully 
Folk bands are fun for a short while but people soon get tired of having to follow instructions for any 
length of time. At the end of what can be a long day guests often just want to relax, chat and get up to 
dance when they feel like it. We have found discos, accoustic sets and other types of good bands are 
invariably more popular with most people. 

3. It’s A Good Idea To Keep The Menu Simple 
When planning your menu keep things simple. A simple menu made from quality ingredients served nicely 
is generally much better than a poorly executed sophisticated menu. 

4. Decide On Who Pays 
Decide from the outset who is going to pay for what. Make a list of everything you’ll need to buy or hire 
and check off which things you’re paying for, what your parents are paying for, what the groom’s family is 
buying. There will also be things that pop up unexpectedly. Ask yourself who is going to pay for any 
extras. It may seem hard but it’s well worth sorting all these issues out in advance to save any problems 
and misunderstandings later on. 

5. It’s A Bad Idea To Have Your Wedding On A Saturday If You Need To Keep Down Costs 
If you’re trying to keep costs down, plan to have your wedding on any other day than Saturday. Venues 
and other service providers are at a premium on Saturdays, but often offer discounts on other days. The 
same goes for the time of year. It is far easier to get a bargain in the off season/winter and you will have 
the pick of the suppliers. Most won’t be so heavily booked 

6. Plan Your Budget 
Before you start any planning whatsoever, make sure you know your exact budget. It’s not fun to make big 
plans and then have to cancel them because you can’t afford them. Starting your planning with a budget 
can save you a lot of heartache later. 

7. Plan Carefully 
There is no specific price range that ensures success. You can spend tens of thousands and still have a 
disaster if you haven’t planned carefully. 

8. Don’t Allow Others To Dictate Priorities 
Remember, it is YOUR wedding. There may be others who want to plan your day for you and think they 
know what is best. But also try to remember that there will be compromises to be made. So give a little 
but at the same time if you have you heart set on something remember it is your day! 

9. Don’t Go On Your Honeymoon Immediately 
It’s not a great idea to go on honeymoon straight away. You may both be stressed and tired from a long 
run up to the big day. A long journey or flight is not a good idea when you are already exhausted. Take a 
couple of days off at home to chill out, take stock and get yourselves ready for a honeymoon on which you 
can really relax and enjoy yourself.



10. Plan Well Ahead 
It is true that nothing guarantees success, but a lack of planning can lead to great disappointment and 
upsets. The further ahead you plan the more options you will have. Write it all down and keep a clear 
check list of what you need to do. Make sure you have contingency plans and be ready for possible 
hitches. Try to plan how you will deal with and overcome any surprises should they happen. 

11. Book Accommodation Early 
If a number of relatives and friends have to travel from far away, book some local hotels and B&B’s in the 
area before they all get booked up. 

12. Make A Contract In Writing With Suppliers 
Arrange proper contracts with your suppliers ‐ bands, DJ, florists, caterers etc. Make sure you have 
everything in writing from your suppliers and give them in return written confirmation. Make yourself 
aware of any additional costs that could be charged for such things as accommodation, travelling and 
meals; and ensure the details are in the contract. 

13. Arrange For A Very Tight And Efficient Schedule For Photography 
When negotiating for wedding photography, tell your photographer that you want a very tight and 
efficient schedule for picture taking. Concentrate on photos. Put into the printed schedule when and 
where the photo sessions are to take place before and after the ceremony. Appeal firmly to the wedding 
party and relatives you want in the photos to go immediately to these locations so that you don't waste 
precious time trying to round up everybody scattered all over the property. Your other guests will be 
waiting patiently for the photography to be finished. Also, remember that your caterer is depending on 
you keeping to schedule so the meal will not be spoilt. 

14. The Very Best Of Wedding Reception Ideas 
INVOLVE THE GROOM! Involve the Groom in at least some of the planning! 
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